go                          CHOPIN

He was particularly anxious not to run Into debt
and requested ids friend to try to let his apart-
ments in Paris. He soon discovered that he had
been too optimistic where publishers were con-
cerned. He had finished a Ballade and some
Polonaises for which he expected a good price.
The publishers were not prepared to pay him so
much, and in March we find him writing to Fon-
tana in a fury : ee If they're such Jews, hold back
everything till I come. . . . We have had enough
of these fools, both you and I. I beg your pardon.
You have dragged round like a real friend, and
now you will also have my house-moving on your
shoulders. Ask Grzymala to pay the moving
expenses."

Chopin's exacting demands from his friends
become more and more apparent In the corres-
pondence of this period. Doubtless he exploited
them almost unconsciously; doubtless his de-
clining health, the chaotic condition of his affairs,
and the delays and irregularities of the postal
service combined to throw his nerves into dis-
order. Even so we can but admire the devotion
and patience of his friends, of Juljan Fontana in
particular, in saving him from utter ruin at a time
when his own will and judgment had been over-
borne. Fontana was sorely tried. He was en-
joined to do battle with a Jew and a publisher,
which in Chopin's mind were two aspects of a
single elementary force ; and from a Carthusian
monastery as headquarters he received his orders
for carrying on this warfare* Fontana was required